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Chapter 1 by Cole Brooks 

Bouncing on my bed | smile and squeal as | close the book I'd just finished. My giddy grin 
immediately turns upside-down when | glance at the time. 4:27. 

"Shoot!" | swore, | had to be awake at 6 sharp for my first day at my new school. | was screwed. 

| was supposed to be asleep hours ago. Sighing, | unscrewed the lightbulb from my bedside lamp 
and hid it so my parents couldn't find it and keep me from reading Though, maybe they were 
right in taking away any and all light sources. | mean, | stayed up until 4:30 for goodness sakes! 

| closed my eyes and slowly drift off to sleep. 

The book, successful in distracting me from the worries of later that day, lay forgotten on the 
floor. 


Chapter 2 by - oF 





Beep. Beep. Beep. The alarm was screaming in my ear as | blinked quickly and groaned, slapping 
the noise off. 


In bold bright red numbers, the clock read 7:12. "What the heck!" | popped my eyes open wide 
and jerked the covers back. | grabbed a pile of clothes on the floor and ran to the bathroom. 
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Mom ignored my question and put the paper down. She grabbed her purse and looked at me. 
"Ready?" 


| pushed past her and jumped in the silver SUV. "This was someway to start out my school 


year... | grumbled to myself, thinking of the novel | had left under my pillow. 
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